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Reichstag fire in 1933. Many French bourgeois, who were still
more afraid in 1941 of Stalin than Hitler, fell into the trap. And
se the first hostages in Paris came to die, to the great indignation
of the working classes and other enlightened, resistant elements,
but without rousing to any great extent the bourgeoisie, which,
with but a few exceptions, tended to be collaborationist. Pucheu,
who kept the executioner well supplied* was its spokesman with
the Vichy Government.
The real Resistance, however, in the full, symbolical meaning
of the word, began on October 22nd, 1941, when twenty-seven
hostages were killed at Chateaubriant. They died, the seventeen-
year-old boy, Guy Moquet, and Timbault, the riveter, with an equal
courage that will live for ever as a shining example of the true
Resistance and the true France. They died, as Gabriel Peri, the
Paris Deputy, wrote, in a magnificent letter before his execution
on December 15th, 1941, " that France may live "; they died for
" the youth of the world "; they died " to prepare les lendemains
qui chantent '*.
The death of these herpes acted like a beacon for the beginning
of a revolt. Determination to fight, hatred, and an unshakable
resolve to ** conquer or die " became predominant thenceforth in
the acts of sabotage, which were fast increasing in scope and
carried out with almost military precision.
Although the first leaders and the majority of the earlier
victims of the Resistance movement came from among the ranks
of the Communists, more and more members from other political
groups and all social strata began to join. Soon these small
groups, daily risking their lives to bring out an Underground
newspaper or derail a train, developed a community of ideas
beyond the immediate aim of chasing out the invader, and repre-
senting the main social and political aspects of the new France.
Apart from those Resistance groups some political parties began
the process of reorganisation. Felix Gouin, who led the thirty-four
Socialists' votes against Vichy, was also one of the main organ-
isers of the S.F.I.O., the French Section of the Workers* Inter-
national, as the French Labour Party is called. The Communists
had been " underground '* from 1939 and were consequently
already organised. Champetier de Ribes, a member of the
Resistance from the very beginning, represented until his arrest,
together with G. Bidault, former editor of UAube* the section of
the Catholic ** Democrat Popular Party '* in opposition to Vichy.
The Radical-Socialist Party had always neglected to form a strong
organisation, counting for the most part upon the vote of the
non-politically minded, and therefore handicapped by its former